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On the following morning Tecumseh apologized
for his impetuosity and asked that the conference
be renewed. The request was granted, and again
the forest leader pressed for an abandonment of the
policy of purchasing land from the separate tribes.
Harrison told him that the question was for the
President, rather than for him, to decide. "As
the great chief is to determine the matter," re-
sponded the visitor grimly, "I hope the Great
Spirit will put sense enough into his head to induce
him to direct you to give up this land. It is true
he is so far off he will not be injured by the war.
He may sit still in his town, and drink his wine,
while you and I will have to fight it out."

Still the clash was averted. Once more, in the
summer of 1811, Tecumseh appeared at Vincennes,
and again the deep issue between the two peoples
was threshed out as fruitlessly as before. An-
nouncing his purpose to visit the southern tribes
to unite them with those of the North in a peace-
ful confederacy, the chieftain asked that dur-
ing his absence all matters be left as they were,
and promised that upon his return he would go
to see President Madison and "settle everything
with him."

Naturally, no pledge of the kind was given, and